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A_ new edition of "Conspiracy" : 

Perhaps the most valuable of the new and re-issued books is an updated 
paperback edition ($14.95) of Tony Summers' 1980 work. It may be hard to 
find, duetto small print runs; call the publisher at 1-800-PARAG0N to order. 

The "Aftermath" chapter is now about 35 pages longer. It includes a 
thoughtful and balanced overview of recent developments, including the French 
Connection, the decline of the acoustics, Lif ton’s analysis, Oswald in Mexico 
City, the case against Marcello, and the Maurice Bishop story. 

There are quite a few intriguing new facts, and comments from Sumners' 
recent interviews with Robert Blakey, Dr. Robert McClelland, and others. 

-"o. example, David Phillips told Kevin Walsh in 1986 of his private opinion 
^.ha_ JFK was killed by a conspiracy, probably including rogue American 
intelligence people. Rather than quote Summers' material at the length it 
deserves, I will just urge all EOC readers to get the book, and to encourage 
people who ask you about the latest wild theories to read it. 

New versions of "the conspiracy" and the goals of EOC: 

Much has been published and broadcast in the last two years or so which 
I have not managed to deal with in EOC. There are various reasons, including 
the increasing demands of my programming job. There is, of course, a lot of 
good information in the new material, but there is also a disappointing amount 
of unsubstantiated analysis and unwarranted speculation, often based on 
incomplete facts or erroneous (but widely credited) evidence. 

I have lost most of my interest in (and energy for) writing critical book 
and TV reviews. I could say (and intend to, when time permits) at least a few 
sentences about some recent books: "The Ruby Oswald Affair: Reflections by 

Alan Adelson ; Who Killed JFK? [The Web]", by James R. Duffy; and "Coup 
b Etat, a deck of 7 trading cards" by Paul Brancato. Books dealing partly 
with the „„ JF 5 case include "Unnatural Death," by Michael Baden; "The Senator 
Must Die , by Robert Morrow, and (in a few implausible pages) a new book on 
Mossad, "By Means of Deception." 

"Spy Saga: Lee Harvey Oswald and U.S. Intelligence," by Phil Melanson, 

should be out momentarily, joining his fascinating book on the King case, "The 
MURKIN Conspiracy." Also just published: "Conspiracy of One," by Jim Moore. 

If you plan to purchase Jim Marrs book "Crossfire" (11 EOC 2, p. 8), be sure 
to get the paperback, which has an index and some source notes. 

For keeping up with new information, I recommend "The Third Decade," 
particularly Jan Stevens' reviews; he has covered several TV programs in 
recent^issues. I generally assume that EOC readers also read "The Third 
Decade" (critically enough to take much of it with 158.6 grains of salt). 

t,0C got started in 1979, not really as a newsletter, but as a way of 
sharing clippings, news, and gossip sent to me by the other active researchers 
with whom I was corresponding. As we were waiting for the HSCA report, most 
of what appeared in the press seemed important. I had no doubt that 
exchanging current information was a valid use of my time. 

One of the things I have hoped to do with EOC in recent years is to 
encourage other researchers, including reporters and academics, to focus their 
efforts on potentially productive areas which are of interest to me. That has 
- e l“ a sound approach, but it has not ultimately generated much in terms 

of new information or analysis. As far as I know, few ideas from my pre— 25th— 
anniversary list of investigative projects (9 EOC 3.1) have been pursued. 

I now feel that I ought to be spending more of my time (whenever I can find 
some) on a small number of potentially significant areas — pushing them more 
vigorously , and doing more actual research myself. I think there is less of a 
need for EOC to keep up with the ongoing tide of information. 

A major backlog has accumulated in my correspondence, as scores of you 
know, with some unanswered letters over a year old. If I owe you any copies. 
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or answers to specific questions, remind me. If you have general questions, 
you can call and take your chances on getting me both at home and focused. 

EOC will not go away without notice; I will promise at least one issue a 
year for a while (even if I have to back-date it). I have lots of accumulated 
information worth sharing through EOC - my thanks to everyone who has sent 
material - but I just do not have enough time. Don't send more than $5 for 
future issues; you will not be dropped from the mailing list without notice, 
unless you move without a forwarding address. 

Please continue to send me clippings of interest on the JFK case, 
especially if you do not mind if they never get listed in EOC, and feel free 
to ask for a reasonable number of copies from my files. If anyone wants to 
start up another newsletter to pick up some of the archival function of EOC, 

I will do what I can to help. 

There were two issues of EOC in 1989. At $0.05 per page plus postage, 
the minimum cost of a paid subscription was $1.50 ($1.60 in Canada, $2.63 in 
Europe, $2.80 in Australia). 

The Roscoe White Story: 

In brief: Ricky White is convinced that his late father Roscoe, a Dallas 

policeman, was the grassy knoll gunman. Ricky, an infant in 1963, relies 
largely on a now-missing diary, and confirmation by his mother Geneva. 

In light of my comments in the previous section, I ought to explain why 
this fantastic account is getting space in EOC. First, it is being 
investigated by Texas AG Jim Mattox. Also, there has been much media interest 
(due, I think, to the front-page placement of Earl Golz's initial article, and 
the mythic nature of the story). And I owe something to the EOC readers who 
generously sent me information, and sought my comments. 

Finally, the potential divisiveness of the story might become its most 
important aspect, since it got intense initial support from some researchers. 

One special caution: by the time you read this. White's story may have 

collapsed under its own weight. My information is fragmentary now and will 
probably continue to be incomplete. There is a major overview by Gary 
Cartwright in the December "Texas Monthly," which effectively discredits the 
credibility of Geneva White, who is the source of a large (but uncertain) part 
of her son's story, if not of the evidence. (#1990.1, 11 pp.) 

If you managed to miss the media blitz, you can get the basic story from 
the original report by Golz in the Austin American-Statesman [AAS] : "Nov. 22, 

1963: Another story blurs the facts; Son of Dallas cop says dad was 1 of 3 

who shot Kennedy" (#1990.2, 5 Aug 90, 5 pp.) 

Golz's second story covered White's press conference, and official 
reactions. (#3, 7 Aug, 2 pp.) Golz' coverage was not uncritical, but not 
critical enough. He did emphasize, in a followup report, that some police- 
academy classmates, "including two who rode with him for three months 
[starting shortly after the assassination] in a car pool, contend he didn't 
have the emotional fortitude or rifle skills necessary to assassinate 
President Kennedy." (#4, 9 Aug, 2 pp.) 

I don’t know what to expect from the Mattox investigation. If some of us 
have been taken in by a fraud, better for it to be exposed by us than by the 
Texas AG. In mid-October, a spokesman for Mattox (Ron Dusek) said that "the 
more we look at it, the less credibility these people have." (#5, J. Urban, 
Houston Chronicle [HC], 12 Oct 90) 

Bud Fensterwald (of AARC) and Gary Shaw (of AIC) met with Mattox when the 
story broke. "Mattox said he hasn't decided yet what to do, but that his 
office has jurisdiction. 'The Attorney General can investigate anything,' he 
said." (#6, AAS, 8 Aug) Mattox is a lame duck, so the possibility of another 
Garrison is slim. He indicated a special interest because his mother once 
said saw Oswald and Ruby at the restaurant where she worked. (#1990.3) 

As far as I know, Shaw and Fensterwald really wanted Mattox to focus on 
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the White story. It wouldn't rate very high on my own list for a Texas probe, 
which would include the alleged absence of DPD information on Oswald, despite 
the publicity given to his return from Russia; the unlikely police reaction to 
his literature distribution in Dallas in the spring of 1963 (documented only 
by post-assassination police memos [CE 1409] which I suspect were based on 
earlier, suppressed, documents); DPD interest in the ACLU; DPD connections to 
federal intelligence agencies and (if any) to Sen. Tom Dodd's investigation of 
mail-order gun sales; John Connally's correspondence with Oswald; Col. Robert 
Jones and the whole Army Intelligence story; and the possible detailing of 
Texas reservists or military personnel to assist the Secret Service. 

Given the continuing flow of allegations, it is particularly hard to 
organize my comments. I have been tempted to give up on sorting things out 
for now, and just skip the whole thing, on the grounds that the whole story is 
so implausible that I can't add much, especially to the Texas Monthly article. 

If you don't want to bother plowing through what follows, perhaps my only 
noteworthy original insights are that the story may derive from a document 
written by Roscoe which was never intended to be taken as factual; and, 
alternatively, he may have been up to something improper but unrelated to the 
assassination (perhaps involving the DPD, or even Tippit, Oswald or Ruby). 

I will try to structure my remarks around the facts relied upon by some 
critics for not dismissing the story out of hand, as others have done. This 
will probably result in more detail than the story ultimately deserves. 

(1) Roscoe White worked for the Dallas Police: 

As far as I know, it is well established that he joined the force in 
October 1963, as a photographer and clerk, becoming a patrolman in 1964. 

I know of nothing in the Warren Report files about anything he did on 
November 22. (Someone should check the DPD part of the Texas AG files which 
were extensively used by David Scheim. ) When the FBI first checked out 
Ricky's story in 1988, they supposedly established that Roscoe was in a 
different part of Dallas at the time of the assassination. (#1990.2) Gary 
Shaw says that efforts to get FBI records through FOIA are under way. 

(2) White and Oswald may have met in the Marines: 

A USMC embarkation slip, allegedly from White's file, puts him on the USS 
Bexar with Oswald in 1957, on a three-week trip from the U.S. to Japan. (For 
more on the trip, see Epstein's "Legend," pp. 65-66, 70; see also WR 683.) 

The White slip (#1990.7) looks like an authentic counterpart to Oswald's 
(19 WCH 668). The signatures are similar but one letter differs, and a word 
is crossed out in slightly different ways; that is enough to confirm that 
nobody just copied Oswald's slip. 

I am inclined to believe that White was on the Bexar with Oswald, so he 
may well have become acquainted with him then or later. (How large was this 
ship?) Still, someone should confirm that the alleged White file matches the 
government's copy, and look for a passenger list. 

White is supposedly in one of the known photographs of Oswald with other 
Marines. That should be checked by, say, a forensic anthropologist. (The 
HSCA used experts for such comparisons.) If the photo is the one I think it 
is (the first photo following p. 192 of "Legend"), the "White" image may not 
be good enough to be authenticated. 

Ricky has supposedly said that his father worked for intelligence in the 
Marines and afterwards. I guess he is a candidate for a secret intelligence 
connection, although not as promising a candidate as Oswald. But I know of no 
evidence for such a connection. 

(3) Ricky’s mother, Geneva White, apparently worked for Ruby: 

As far as I know, the only claimed confirmation for her work as a 
waitress for Ruby is a photograph of the two of them. She has "admitted" - 
i.e., claimed - such a relationship. The photo was printed in the tabloid 
Star (#8, 28 Aug, 2 pp.); it shows Ruby admiring her short skirt. I am told 
this woman really does look like Mrs. White. 
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Authenticity is an issue because of reports that Roscoe enjoyed faking 
photos. Geneva allegedly said in 1976 that Roscoe 's mistress, demanding she 
grant him a divorce, threatened to produce forged incriminating photos. Also, 
she and Ricky said that Roscoe put together photos showing his sons flying 
around the room in their home. Again, an expert analysis seems called for, 
but I have no real problem with this part of the story. 

Both this photo and the Marine photo in "Legend" appeared in "Time" on 
the 25th anniversary. (28 Nov 88, p. 36, 44; in #1989.42-43). The photo was 
credited to Jimmy Rhodes, who is evidently a Dallas News photographer. This 
photo and one of Ricky, both credited to Rhodes, appeared with the generally 
critical DMN account of the press conference. (#9, 7 Aug, 2 pp.) 

Even if Geneva knew Ruby, I have trouble with her alleged claim that she 
overheard an implausible exchange between Roscoe and Ruby: "I will take care 

of Oswald" and "I will take care of the President and I will take care of 
Tippit." These quotes are from an article by Hugh Aynesworth in the 
Washington Times. (#10, 7 Aug) Aynesworth (a long-time anti-conspiracy buff 
who has on occasion been right) says he heard, and rejected, a less 
comprehensive version from Ricky earlier this year. Nothing was then said 
about a dairy, Roscoe killing his friend J. D. Tippit, or Geneva's overheard 
conversation. 

Cartwright talked to Geneva himself, and found her story "full of 
contradictions and wildly implausible coincidences." He quotes her at enough 
length to establish that. In fact, her story is full of just the kind of 
detail one could glean from the literature - more so than the Easterling 
story . She is in extremely poor health and allegedly received electroshock 
treatments years ago. She "confirmed" Roscoe' s involvement to Ricky, after he 
found his father's diary, which confirmed what a family friend had told him 
(Ricky says) in 1979. 

(4) Roscoe possessed a "backyard photo” of Oswald: 

The HSCA reported that Geneva White provided a first-generation print of 
the "third" backyard photo. (See 6 HSCA 141-2; this was mentioned in the 
public hearings, with Roscoe's name [2 HSCA 321], and in "Conspiracy.") The 
photo was first published in "New Times" (19 Mar 76), accompanying an article 
by Bob Anson about the Schweiker-Hart Committee. A sidebar (#1990.11) 
explained that Geneva White (not named) was given 40 photos by her late 
husband, and "surrendered [them] to a pair of would-be con artists." A Texas 
law enforcement official tipped off the Committee and tracked down the photos. 

I always assumed that various DPD officers had simply picked up some 
prints as souvenirs; another print of this photo was later provided by 
Detective Richard Stovall. Maybe someone got the negative also. That was 
hardly proper, but far from an assassination conspiracy. 

It would be helpful to see exactly what the HSCA, the Schweiker 
Committee, and the FBI learned from and about all the Whites. In some 
accounts, the pair of con men have now become violent robbers - exactly what 
was the story in 1976? 

Of course, the unreleased HSCA, FBI, and CIA files could be useful in 
laying to rest all sorts of rebuttable allegations, not just in providing 
positive leads. A column by Warren Hinckle (#12, S. F. Examiner, 19 Aug) 
quoted Robert Ranftel, "no conspiracy monger," more or less to that effect. 
Ranftel tried to focus Hinckle 's attention on those files, not the WC files or 
the White story. Hinckle 's earlier column on White did include Peter Dale 
Scott's theory that assassination is "continually being contaminated by false 
stories." (#13, 12 Aug) 

As far as I know, the latest story does not include any claim that Roscoe 
helped the DPD forge these photos of Oswald. If you are convinced that the 
photos are fakes, you have to wonder about that. Personally, I think the 
photos are real: the technical arguments for inauthenticity (going back to 
1964) were never done well enough to convince me; the photos are plausible and 
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interesting enough if genuine; and I was impressed by the technical competence 
and apparent sincerity of the HSCA panel. (Jack White's supposed proof of 
forgery is now available on video; ad for the video: #14) 

We can be confident, by the way, that the third photo dates back to 1963, 
since the Warren Commission published a DPD "reconstruction" showing an 
officer in a matching pose. (CE 712) 

(5) Ricky White seems sincere: 

Ricky's apparent good faith has impressed several of the researchers who 
have dealt with him. In some accounts, he is said to be not smart enough to 
have made this all up, or even to wittingly act out someone else's fantasy. 
(But how smart would he have to be?) As detailed below, some elements of his 
story - especially those which resemble the critical literature - have led me 
and others to question that assumption of sincerity. But Ricky might himself 
be the innocent victim of a hoax, or even of an honest misinterpretation of a 
document by Roscoe intended as fiction. 

Most of Robert Blakey's comments seem on target: "This sort of thing 

occurs about every two or three months and has done so for about 20 years. 

Even if this is the truth, I probably won't believe it because at this stage 
of the assassination virtually anyone can fabricate a story by going to the 
(historical) record. In a sense it's too late to confess and be believable." 
(From #15, 4 Nov, D. Cruickshank, S.F. Examiner; 8 pp, but about the only 
other noteworthy bit is David Belin's typically insightful deduction that it 
is "a fairy tale that's an outgrowth of hallucinatory drugs.") 

For readers not yet convinced the story is someone ' s fantasy: 

I will try to dampen your remaining enthusiasm by looking at what Roscoe 
is supposed to have done, and the alleged supporting evidence. 

The former needs only a brief summary here: Roscoe got written orders 

from CIA through ONI, met with Ruby, was on the knoll, shot JFK in the head, 
rode in a car with Oswald (his friend from the Marines) and his friend Tippit, 
whom he then had to kill, was involved (maybe) in eliminating witnesses, wrote 
about all this in a diary, and survived until 1971, when he wanted to leave 
the CIA and died in a mysterious accident. In some accounts, he had been a 
trained and experienced CIA assassin abroad. 

The appeal of this scenario seems to be that it fits well with what we 
"already know." To me, that is reason to be skeptical. Is it a coincidence, 
for example, that one gunman was code-named Saul, as in Hugh McDonald's book 
"Appointment in Dallas"? (Roscoe was "Mandarin"; the third shooter was 
"Lebanon." Oswald was in the plot but not a gunman.) 

A particular clue may be the diary's alleged detail about the shots - 
which hit where, in which order. Saul's story in McDonald's book had the same 
kind of detail, as did Christian David's allegation; 11 EOC 1.7 Can gunmen, 
under the pressure of the moment, reconstruct the bullet paths better than the 
subsequent investigations? 

The key surviving "evidence" consists of three alleged cables to White, 
quoted in full in #1990.2. The text of the latest (dated "Dec. 63") is as 
follows: " Stay within department, witnesses have eyes, ears, and mouths. 

You (illegible) do of [more recently, "you had nothing to do with"] the mix 
up. The men will be in to cover up all misleading evidence soon. Stay as 
planned wait for further orders. C. Bowers" The non-text material includes 
"Remarks Mandarin: Code G:" and "RE - rifle Code AAA destroy /on/". 

The other cables are dated respectively "(illegible). 63" and "Sept. 63": 

"Foreign affairs assignments have been cancelled. The next assignment is 
to eliminate a National Security threat to world wide peace. Destination will 
be Houston, Austin or Dallas. Contacts are being arranged now. Orders are 
subject to change at any time. Reply back if not understood." 

"Dallas destination chosen. Your place hidden within the department. 
Contacts are within this letter. Continue on as planned." 

There are only a few alternatives. If these cables were genuine 
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documents relating to White's role in the JFK assassination, they would be 
perhaps the most important documents of the century. They might be genuine 
documents relating to something else which Roscoe White was involved in. 

And, of course, they might not be authentic. 

In any complex reconstruction of the assassination (from the Warren 
Report to "Best Evidence") there will be certain elements which do not fit, 
but which can plausibly be discarded as honest mistakes or misinterpretations. 
Unlike evidence which is subject to several interpretations (like the autopsy 
report), there is no fundamentally innocent explanation for fake incriminating 
documents. These cables can not be treated as just one element of White's 
story which you can take or leave as you like, going on to the next item. 

If they are phony, the implications involve the entire story and its sources. 

It has been suggested that the cables were fabricated in 1963 so that 
Roscoe, the real assassin, would appear linked to Naval Intelligence (thus 
protecting others who were his real bosses), or to convince Roscoe that his 
orders were official. But the most likely possibility is that they were 
fabricated well after the assassination, as "evidence" that Roscoe and ONI/CIA 
were behind the assassination. 

Keep in mind that if there is a hoax, there is a hoaxer. (Hoch's Law?) 

My current feeling is that the cables are forgeries, and not very 
sophisticated ones. Although they were not discovered until June 1990, the 
candidates for the forger include Roscoe White himself. In addition to 
suspecting Roscoe, Cartwright suggests, that "maybe it [the whole story] was 
the work of his mysterious friend Bill I [who has threatened to sue, so is not 
named], with some help from Geneva [whom he knew before she knew Roscoe]." 

Bob Katz noted, "In a way, this reminds me of the old Clifford Irving — 
Howard Hughes hoax, where someone knows enough about an actual case to throw 
on an overlay of so-called facts." (#16, Joseph Kahn, "Fueling the who- 
killed-JFK fire,” Boston Globe, 11 Aug, 2 pp.) Kahn also quoted Carl Oglesby, 
John Stockwell, and Robert Gardiner (Ranftel). Oglesby suggested that if 
Ricky is "not behind the hoax, one of those Midland people [may have seen] the 
possibility of weaving a story some dumb Yankee would pay big bucks for." 

There are contextual and technical arguments against the authenticity of 
the cables. At the moment, the former are compelling enough. 

Could someone give me any plausible scenario in which these cables would 
be sent to a gunman by his controllers? 

Particularly the last one. Put yourself in the plotters’ shoes. JFK and 
Oswald are dead, the authorities seem to believe that all the shots were from 
the TSBD, and nobody is looking for a second gunman. White has already spent 
some time in a safehouse (Ricky now says), where he would presumably have been 
given instructions at least as specific as these. But for some reason you 
want to tell him to stay cool. You don't trust the phone or the mail, but 
you're not worried about leaving a paper trail, so you send a cable using the 
same channel you used for pre-assassination instructions. Right! 

The other cables also sound phony to me. The text calls for critical 
analysis - 'deconstruction"? What was the context? What information is 
actually being conveyed? Would they sound plausible even in a docudrama? 

Do not devious people use circumlocutions? Would you ever refer in 
writing to actions by your own people as coming in to "cover up"? 

The reference to the "National Security threat to world peace" reminds me 
of a document allegedly found by Sherman Skolnick many years ago, supposedly a 
National Security Council order for the elimination of JFK on such grounds. 
That document (which I have never seen) sounded phony too. 

What about the technicalities? Can someone tell me how official cable 
traffic was sent in 1963? Would Roscoe have some sort of radio receiver and 
teletype at his house? Or was the message sent through the Dallas Police? 

By the way, if someone outside ONI was trying to mislead Roscoe into 
thinking these were genuine orders, he could not count on an ex-Marine taking 
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these cables to be genuine. The usage "Navy Int" for ONI (rather than something like 
"OP-921 A") is non-standard, and the other non-text material looks like a clumsy 
attempt to simulate the real thing. For example, "1666106" appears on each cable, 
perhaps in place of a varying date-time group. Two cables are dated by month and 
year, but not day; a clumsy forger might think that would make disproof more 
difficult. 

Golz quoted Bobby Inman (a former high ONI and CIA official) as saying that the 
format was not like anything he had seen before, and that none of the three-character 
codes names in the headings mean anything. (#1990.2) 

On the other hand, John Stockwell "sees a '90 to 95 percent probability' that 
they are genuine," although he "cannot discount the possibility... of 'an elaborate 
hoax.'" (#2) Stockwell "has interviewed [Ricky] White personally and spent two 
months analyzing his ’evidence.'" (#16) Despite the quality of his book on his CIA 
career in Angola, Stockwell has previously associated himself with some of the wilder 
allegations in the JFK case. Robert Ranftel heard him speak in San Francisco some 
months ago; the rest of his talk was good but he devoted a substantial part to the JFK 
case, basically following the Marita Lorenz line. Ranftel recalls him naming Frank 
Fior ini/Sturgis and Orlando Bosch as two of the gunmen. He also endorsed Gary Shaw 
and Jim Marrs. 

The grassy knoll must have been crowded: Bosch and/or Sturgis, Lucien Sarti, 

Charles Nicoletti, Roscoe White, badge-man (who could have been White or one of the 
others, maybe in White's uniform) - and I'm sure I have left someone out. As Wallace 
Milam put it, the critics "have now positively identified twelve of the three gunmen." 

The above analysis mostly predates, and stands independently of, three relatively 
recent developments. In a press conference on September 20, Joe West presented a 
"journal" written in a Marine hymnal and discovered just that month by Geneva. Since 
it was written with a felt-tip pen (although dating back to 1957) and mentioned 
Watergate (Roscoe died in 1971), it was promptly denounced as a forgery, even at the 
press conference by Stockwell. (#17, Golz, AAS, 21 Sep, 2 pp., emphasizing Ricky's 
alleged anger that his mother "has become party to a hoax"; #18, R. Jones, Houston 
Post, 21 Sep; #19, J. Urban, Houston Chronicle; #20, Reuters in Boston Globe, 21 Sep.) 

Cartwright says that Ricky thinks Geneva created this document - "a sound 
supposition," Cartwright thinks. (West said she denied that; #17) "Given her nearly 
hopeless financial situation and the constant admonitions of others, imploring her to 
come up with some new piece of evidence - something else - the creation could be 
viewed more as an act of desperation than a hoax." 

Didn't FBI clerk William Walter at least have the good judgment to describe as a 
reconstruction the copy he came up with for the probably nonexistent FBI teletype he 
said he saw? 

Along with the cables, Ricky found a "green notebook," thought by some to be a 
"witness elimination list." Cartwright describes this in some detail - for the first 
time, I think. He calls it a "ghoulish scrapbook" - one a demented buff might keep, 
perhaps? A giveaway detail is that it includes a photo of Perry Raymond Russo, who, 
in my opinion, had nothing to do with the assassination. 

Cartwright refers to Russo as "late" and says that written below his photo was 
"Big Mouth you talked after all." But Garrison's 1988 book said that Russo was then 
driving a cab in New Orleans. Did the compiler of the "green notebook" think that 
Russo was dead by 1971? If so, why? Was a report of his death ever published? 

The Houston Chronicle said that West announced in October that document experts 
had found that the cables were phony. (#1990.5) If true, that pretty much covers all 
the "hard" evidence. 

What about the possibility that the cables are genuine but not related to the 
assassination? Hypothetically, Roscoe could have been leading a secret intelligence- 
related life while on the police force. Suppose, say, ONI needed to investigate a 
report that some corrupt DPD officers had been trying to get secret information by, 
say, pressuring homosexual employees at a major Navy supplier in Dallas. (I'm making 
this all up, remember.) Maybe they would want to put their own man on the force, and 
after the assassination they would tell him, through channels, that they were going to 
cover up misleading evidence. But the earlier cables do not really fit such a 
hypothesis. 

For my own reasons, I have been on the lookout for evidence of improper domestic 
activity by ONI (like what we know other military outfits engaged in, at least later 
in the 1960s). For example, might ONI have been keeping an eye on Oswald? But I 
haven't come up with anything. 
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Kevin Walsh, who interviewed Geneva and Ricky White in 1976 for the HSCA (because 
of the backyard photo), is the source of some of my information. Now a private 
investigator in Washington, he has done some work on this story for Jim Lesar. He 
dismissed most of it, but he suspected that if Roscoe's story goes anywhere at all, it 
will be in relation to military intelligence. 

On to some of the other so-called evidence. Again, unless you find the cables a 
plausible part of an assassination conspiracy, you ought to maintain a skeptical 
attitude towards every piece of the story. 

Most of Ricky s account is based on an alleged diary which he no longer has. 

I find it more plausible that Marilyn Monroe kept a diary about the Kennedys which 
disappeared right after her death than that a grassy-knoll gunman kept one which did 
not disappear for 25 years. 

My most generous explanation so far involves thinking of Roscoe as neither a 
gunman nor an Easterling (i.e. possessed by a total fiction), but as someone like 
Kerry Thornley or even George DeMohrenschildt. 

Recall that Thornley really did know Oswald quite well in the Marines, and wrote 
about him even before the assassination. He was quite rational when he testified to 
the Warren Commission. His analysis of Oswald, which is quite coherent, was published 
in 1965. Later, he got caught up in the controversy, both as a target of the Jim 
Garrison fiasco and as an acquaintance of David Lifton (and maybe other critics). 
Eventually, he reportedly went quite over the edge, at least for a while, both 
personally and in terms of his conspiratorial analyses. 

I could believe that Roscoe became obsessed by the coincidences linking him to 
the assassination - the Bexar trip, his wife and Ruby. He may well have tried to make 
sense of it all, incorporating information from the critical literature, perhaps 
speculating what would have happened if his acquaintance with the principals had not 
gone unnoticed, and if they had drawn him into a conspiracy. But maybe there was no 
sense to be made. Coincidences do happen; that's why they call them coincidences. 

The medium for Roscoe's personal reconstruction may have looked like a diary, but 
maybe he meant it to be, say, a private document, or even a screenplay. (Everyone is 
a potential author, right?) 

So even if the diary existed, it may not have been intended as truth. I think it 
_s fantasy at best. As David Lifton put it, we could be hearing Roscoe spinning tall 
tales from the grave. 

Another possibility: Roscoe may have been involved in something secret in 

November 1963, perhaps even something related to Oswald or the assassination, but far 
from being a gunman. Perhaps he was involved with Tippit or Ruby in something shady. 

For example, I have always found it plausible that Oswald thought that some of 
his activities were on behalf of some police or intelligence agency, and maybe they 
really were. Certainly his interest in the ACLU is consistent with the DPD's official 
that group as subversive. Could White have been doing some undercover work in 
his first year as a cop? New employees, being unknown, are good candidates. Perhaps 
he was working in parallel with Oswald, or even with him. 

If Roscoe was a gunman, where was the payoff? In the safe-deposit box? No 
matter how loyal he was to his co— conspirators, I think he would have been either dead 
rich (and out of the country) in short order, not left to lead the rather ordinary 
Iif e that we know of. White died in 1971, in allegedly mysterious circumstances. 

Blakey thinks that a second gunman would probably have been at the bottom of Lake 
Ponchartrain within days. 

Returning to the question of Ricky's sincerity: we may not have to rely totally 

on subjective evaluations. He might still turn out to be the Milli Vanllli of Dealev 
Plaza . 

Ricky says that the FBI took the diary after interviewing him. Maybe the FBI 
guessed that Ricky was not clever enough to have made copies, and that they could get 
away with it. We all know what the FBI was capable of, but that kind of confiscation 
(in 1988) does not sound likely to me. 

Some elements of Ricky's account of the FBI interrogation ring true, such as the 
agents telling him the story was the product of a vivid imagination. But what should 
be made of Ricky s claim that, during the interview, an unnamed Senator from 
Pennsylvania was on a speaker phone? ("Why, that might be Arlen Specter - wasn’t he 
on the Warren Commission staff?' you're supposed to respond.) Can you believe that 
really happened? Could Ricky be innocently wrong on a detail like that? 

Ricky has allegedly claimed that one of his father's friends is the unidentified 
man in the Mexico City CIA photos. Kevin Walsh says that Ricky falsely told him that 
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the man admitted being the man in the photos (who is generally regarded, on 
insufficient evidence, as an Oswald impostor). In any event, Kevin has interviewed 
him; he does not and did not look like the mystery man, and dismissed Ricky's story. 

It might be helpful to see which elements of the story can be matched to the 
literature (although of course that doesn't prove what the source was). If any such 
sources appeared after 1971, Roscoe could not have used them. 

For example, Ricky has said that his father jumped the fence to confiscate some 
film. Unless the Gordon Arnold story was in circulation well before its 1978 
publication, such an account in the diary might date it. 

Harold Weisberg says that Ricky's story seems to include elements of George 
Bernau's 1988 novel, "Promises to Keep," especially the reconstruction of the Tippit 
killing and the assassin's diary-writing habit. I have not checked this. 

I have also been told that there are striking resemblances between White's story 
and William Gemelo, a key (pseudonymous) character in Robert Morrow's spooky but 
controversial 1976 book, "Betrayal." 

Finally, a difficult and sensitive angle: how the story emerged, and how it has 
been received by the critical community. 

The original supporters included the AIC (Gary Shaw, Larry Harris, Larry Howard) 
and (notably) Bud Fensterwald, who held a press conference in Dallas. Larry Howard 
had been working with White for a year and a half and "I've never been so convinced of 
anything in my life." (#21, Houston Post, 6 Aug) Larry Harris was the first buff to 
hear Ricky's story, and was impressed. He now calls it a "very strange story" which 
nonetheless merits "scrutiny and objective analysis." AARC and AIC have held 
themselves back just a bit from accepting the story as true, but have not hesitated to 
emphasize its potential importance. (#22, Aug 90, AARC Update) 

There is a major split among Ricky's supporters. Cartwright puts private 
investigator Joe West, Rev. Jack Shaw, and Geneva on one side, and Gary Shaw and Ricky 
White on the other. I think it is a split between those who have readily "believed as 
many as six impossible things before breakfast" ("Through the Looking-Glass") and 
those who will believe only one or two. 

West and two others reportedly "threatened to walk out of the [first] news 
conference because the other members wanted to tell only the 'Ricky White story' 
without portraying Roscoe White as a coldblooded assassin who killed dozens of 
victims." (#23, D. Real, DMN in Hartford Courant, 26 Aug) Cartwright says Gary 
Shaw's group has come to regard West as at best a loose cannon. Shaw has pointed 
vaguely to West's alleged membership in some association of former intelligence 
officers. 

Also among the critics endorsing Ricky's story are Bob Groden and (reportedly) 
Mark Lane. Jim Garrison said that "There is the possibility that this is valid 
because there are so many points where this kind of statement... usually veers off 
into unbelievability ." (I didn't know he had noticed!) "This statement continued to 
ring true." The denial issued by the CIA is "the strongest indication that there 
probably is something to it because they invariably lie." (#24, A. Cheshire, FWST, 

7 Aug, and #25, AP in NOTP, 7 Aug, 2 pp.) 

Oh, yes - Gerry Patrick Hemming now remembers meeting Roscoe White. (#1) 

Not all the buffs have been tolerant of the story. David Lifton says that things 
got nasty during his radio appearance with Ricky, and Groden, with Lifton accused of 
being a disgrace to the movement for being so negative. It has been rumored that Gary 
Mack might revive "Coverups" for a critical look at the story. Harold Weisberg has 
been raising good questions. 

Early comments in other newsletters illustrate the potential divisiveness of the 
story. Bob Cutler was pretty sure White (and his wife Tricia) and the AIC people are 
honest and deserve support, but if the Whites "turn out to be liars and fast-buck 
artists GKG goes down the same damn drain." (#26, Grassy Knoll Gazette, Sep 90, 3 
pp.) In the "very special August 7, 1990 edition" of "Assassination U.S.A.," Ted 
Gandolfo summed it up as "Jim Garrison vindicated again." (#27, 2 pp.) "The Third 
Decade" presented Jack (no relation) White's "scenario" into which (he said) Ricky's 
story fits. (#28, Sep 90, 2 pp.) In his next issue, Jerry Rose announced that he 
would "wait and see" before printing more, because of the "volatility" of the 
evidence, "with allegations of documentary forgery and profiteering being bandied 
about." (#29) 

As suggested above, one can dismiss the story as fantasy without impugning 
Ricky's sincerity. Complicating the assessment of White's good faith is the presence 
of a number of people among his supporters who are either relatively unknown as 
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critics to the rest of the community, or who are obviously pursuing the case with 
various goals in mind. My impression, before the White story came out, was that some 
of the newer critics now involved with it (including West) were overly confident that 
some money and effort would lead to the names of the gunmen; the old guard was much 
less optimistic that a solution could be found. 

The list of principals includes Rev. Jack Shaw (no relation to Gary or Clay), who 
supposedly heard Roscoe's deathbed confession (and much more). There is also a 
substantial cast of agents (literary, not intelligence), and (shades of Jim Garrison) 
a group of seven Midland oil businessmen. Doing business as Matsu Corporation, they 
have spent more than $100,000 on the "investigation," including expenses and maybe a 
salary to Ricky, and have negotiated to sell the rights to Ricky's story. "'Oliver 
Stone is interested, but no deal has been made,' [Matsu president Gary] Baily said." 
(#1990.3) A later report has an associate of Stone working with the AIC, but not on 
the White story, which was rejected. (#5) Garrison has reportedly told friends he 
has talked with Stone. (#30, 12 Aug, N0TP) 

Back in May, Gary Shaw and Joe West named the assassins at a press conference in 
Galveston, known among some critics as "the shot heard 'round the immediate vicinity." 
A source (not present at the press conference) claimed personal knowledge from his own 
work in organized crime, including his own investigation, at the direction of "the 
commission," to find out who killed JFK. He named Charles Nicoletti as the gunman, 
with John Roselli himself patrolling the parking lot. Those two met the night before 
with Sam Giancana and Jack Ruby at the Cabana Motel in Dallas. (Sure!) 

This precursor Joe West story was published in a short-lived newsletter, 
"Conflict; The Dorff Report." (#31, May 1990, 2 pp.) (In a draft analysis I sent 
some of you in August, I called Dorff an endorser of White's story; he has corrected 
me, indicating he had questions and doubts.) 

For what it's worth, Rev. Shaw says- that Geneva White picked a photo of Nicoletti 
out of nearly a dozen and identified him as the organized crime figure who "approached 

her in New Orleans in 1971 and told her to deliver a warning to her husband." 

Rev. Shaw is associated with a major Dallas Baptist church and counseled the 

Whites on their marital problems. His credibility and judgment are important issues; 

as far as I know, they should not be assumed. 

Ricky White's story has even drawn a comment from a Kennedy: "I've heard 

fraudulent, bizarre tales. I've had to learn to put on a thicker skin. But if 
something develops from this latest claim I'll deal with it." (#32, M. Christy, 
Boston Globe in SFC, 19 Sep; "Slayings still haunt Joe Kennedy.") 

Last of all, some additional clippings: 

I have several versions of the first AP stories; I think the longest are #21 and 
#33 (Oakland Co., MI Press, 7 Aug). From UPI, I have #34 (Boston Herald, 7 Aug.) 
Thanks to all who sent wire-service clippings; published versions often differ. 

These two items feature the CIA's unusual public denial, but include more: #35, 

G. Haj, USA Today, 7 Aug; #36, P. Weingarten, Chicago Tribune in DFP, 7 Aug, 2 pp. 

Articles hinting at or featuring opinions, mostly critical : 

37. A. Brumley, DMN, 6 Aug. 

38. J. Urban, HC, Aug 7. "Man may profit from JFK plot allegations" 

39. S. Blow, Dallas Morning News, 8 Aug. "JFK theory sinks in murk off deep 
end" An impressionistic account of White, Fensterwald, and others at the Dallas 
press conference on August 6. 

40. P. Gauen, St. Louis Post Dispatch, 15 Aug; a column attempting to understand 
the "lingering" interest in the case. 

Totally uncritical: #41, P. S. Foner , Spotlight, 27 Aug, 2 pp., "New info... 

confirms Spotlight stories" of an intelligence conspiracy. 

There was much TV and radio coverage; fortunately, I missed most of it, being on 
vacation much of August. If you have something worth circulating, I would prefer 
transcripts or summaries with (or instead of) tapes. I would appreciate hearing from 
anyone with additional factual information, or new arguments for taking the central 
claim of this story at all seriously. 

Credits: thanks to everyone who has sent clippings, including D. Bryson (#2-4, 6, 
17), B. Cutler (26), R. Dorff (31), F. Doyle (9, 25, 30, 37), B. Fensterwald (22, 24), 
T. Gandolfo (27), G. Hollingsworth (41), L. Keene (24), P. Melanson (16, 20), J. 
Mierzejewski (33, 36), B. Miller (1, 5, 18-9, 21, 35, 38), M. Reynolds (9, 16, 34-5, 
40), J. Rose (28-9), B. Tindall (39), K. Walsh (7, 10), and S. Weinstein (2). Thanks 
particularly to Larry Harris, David Lifton, Robert Ranftel, Jan Stevens, Kevin Walsh, 
Harold Weisberg, and others for useful conversations and letters. 
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